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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
V\(ashington, D.C. 20231 



March 13, 2000 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98, applicants hereby submit an 
Information Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 



I. List of Patents, Publications or other Information 

The Patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration 
by the Office are listed below and on the PTO-1449(s), attached hereto. 

1. U.S. Patent No. 4,957,795 issued September 18, 1990, to Riedel. 

2. U.S. Patent No. 5,350,370 issued September 27, 1994, to Jackson, 

et al. 



3. U.S. Patent No. 5,104,725 issued April 14, 1992, to Broaddus, 
deceased. 

4. U.S. Patent No. 4,855, 179 issued August 8, 1989, to Bourland, et al. 

5. U.S. Patent No. 4,818,599issued April 4, 1989, to Marcus. 

6. U.S. Patent No. 4,562,114 issued December 31, 1985, to Sawanishi 

et al. 

7. U.S. Patent No. 4,304,817 issued December 8, 1981, to Frankosky. 

8. U.S. Patent No. 5,413,747 issued May 9, 1995, to Akers et al. 

9. U.S. Patent No. 5,389,442 issued February 14, 1995, to Arroyo et al. 

10. U.S. Patent No. 5,939,339 issued August 17, 1999, to Delmore et al. 

11. U.S. Patent No. 5,906,952 issued May 25, 1999, to Everaere et al. 

12. U.S. Patent No. 5,681,300 issued October 28, 1997, to Ahr et al. 

13. U.S. Patent No. 5,043,209 issued August 27, 1991, to Boisse et al. 

14. European Patent No. 0,436,514 issued July 31, 1996. 



II. Copies 

Submitted herewith is a legible copy of 

(i) each U.S. and Foreign Patent; 

(ii) each publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; 
and/ or 

(iii) all other information or that portion which caused it to be 
listed. 



# 



III. Concise Explanation of Relevance 

The attached documents, publications, and/ or other information 
attached hereto are in the English language and do not require a statement of 
relevancy. 

IV. Fees 

The IDS is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b); before the mailing date of 
a first action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or statement is 
required. In the event that a first Office Action on the merits has been issued, 
please consider this IDS under 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c) and charge our Deposit 
Account in the amount of $240.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 

V. Payment of Fees 
No fee is required. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, he/she is 
requested to contact the undersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has 
been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is requested to consider this IDS 
under the proper rule (with a petition if necessary) and charge the appropriate 
fee to Deposit Account 23-0035. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, 
and future replies, to charge payment or credit in the overpayment to Deposit 



Account 23-0035 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 or 
§1.17. 



Respec^Uy submitted, 



Richard S. Myers, 
Registration No. 42,022 
WADDEY 86 PATTERSON 
A Professional Corporation 
414 Union Street, Suite 2020 
Bank of America Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37219 
(615) 242-2400 

Attorneys for Applicant 




CERTIFICATE OF FIRST CLASS MAILING 

I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, 
March 13, 2000. 



Richard S. Myers, Jr. 




Registration No. 4/,022 
Date 



